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Special Issue on Great Power Competition in the Indo—Pacific and Eurasia — Part 2

Great Power Competition in Small States: 227

The Case of Turkmenistan

Farkhod Aminjonov

Great Power Competition in Associated States: 251
The Case of Bhutan

B. M. Jain

Great Power Competition in Contested States: 275
The Case of Nagorno—Karabakh

Kristel Vits and Elias Gétz

Great Power Competition in Territorial Autonomies: 299
The Case of Gagauzia

Marcin Kosienkowski

Politics in Asia

The Geoeconomics of the International North—South Transport 323
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Nurlan Aliyev

Institutional Trust, Individualism, and Redistributive Attitudes in 351
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Hoyong Jung

South Korea—China Relations

South Korea’s Narratives on China: 379
Evidence from Elites, Masses, and Scholars
Esther E. Song
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How Entanglement Undermines Freedom, Prosperity and Security.
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- A= The Rise of Drone Warfare and South Korea’s Strategic Tasks: Focusing on
Drone Air Defense Systems and Al-Based Combat Platforms
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< The Rise of Drone Warfare and South Korea’'s Strategic Tasks F2L& >

This study explores how the convergence of drones and artificial intelligence (Al)
is transforming modern warfare, particularly in terms of operational structures and
battlefield ecosystems. Drawing on three key conflicts—the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh
War, the 2022 Russia-Ukraine War, and the 2023 Israel-Hamas War—it analyzes the
evolution of drones into multi-domain platforms used for reconnaissance, strikes, and
psychological operations.

The integration of Al-based target analysis has emerged as a critical technology for
achieving temporal and informational superiority. North Korea is also leveraging drone
capabilities and reportedly gaining operational experience through cooperation with
Russia. In response, South Korea must accelerate the development of drone-specific
air defense systems and transition strategically toward Al-based combat operations.
This study offers a strategic framework for reconfiguring national security.
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